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Position Paper 
 

Development Surveillance and Screening in the Medical Home 
 

February 9, 2007 

1. The early identification of developmental disorders promotes the 
well-being of children and their families.  

2. Medical home surveillance and screening are key to the early 
identification of developmental concerns.  

3. HAAP endorses the recommendations in the AAP Policy Statement 
“Identifying Infants and Young Children with Developmental 
Disorders in the Medical Home: An Algorithm for Developmental 
Surveillance and Screening” (Pediatrics July, 2006;118 (1):405-420; errata 
2006;118:1808-1809).   

4. HAAP will work to enable pediatric providers to: 
a. Perform developmental surveillance at every well-child visit. 
b. Do developmental screening using a standardized screening 

tool at 9, 18, and 24 month visits or when concern is 
expressed. 

5. HAAP will work with the Screening Task Force in developing 
recommendations for standardized developmental screening for 
Hawaii.  

6. HAAP will work with MedQUEST on EPSDT requirements.  
7.  HAAP’s recommended standardized screening tools include the 

Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status (PEDS) and Ages and 
Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) both of which are valid, have a 
sensitivity and specificity of at least 70-80%, and are affordable and 
feasible in a small office setting. 

8. There should be specific screening for Autism Spectrum Disorder at 
18 months, 24 months and 36 months. HAAP recommends M-
CHAT.  

9. Developmental surveillance and standardized screening are 
resource intensive and therefore implementation of these services is 
dependant upon appropriate payment and thoughtful resource 
allocation.  

10. Follow-up and/or early intervention services for young children with 
developmental concerns must be available statewide.  
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